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EDITORIAL NOTES 



OBITUARY. 

THE REVIEW has to chronicle the death of two of its friends, 
one on the Pacific, the other on the Atlantic Coast. Frederick 
G. Sanborn, President of the Bancroft-Whitney Company, died at 
San Francisco on September 10, 191 5, after a long illness. Mr. 
Sanborn was one of the most prominent men in the law book pub- 
lishing business in the United States. His energy and devotion to 
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business, however, did not prevent him from throwing himself with 
his whole heart into the work of citizenship. His efforts were ever 
directed towards the betterment of civic conditions. Mr. Sanborn 
was born in New Hampshire, June 10, 1854, and was actively con- 
nected with the business and public life of San Francisco for more 
than forty years. 

Ezra Ripley Thayer, Dean of the Harvard Law School, died in 
Boston, September 16, 1915. Since 1910 he had occupied the 
position of dean, and before that time had been a lecturer in the 
law school on Massachusetts practice. From his graduation from 
the Harvard Law School until he accepted the deanship of the 
Harvard School, Mr. Thayer was actively engaged in the practice 
of his profession, and had been in partnership with Mr. Louis 
Brandeis and with Mr. Moorfield Storey. He had recently de- 
clined an appointment as justice of the Massachusetts Supreme 
Court. During the short period of time which he had devoted to 
the administrative and teaching work of the Law School, Mr. 
Thayer had shown rare gifts of imagination and of insight into the 
needs of legal education and of legal reform. In one of his last 
written utterances, an address on Judicial Administration, delivered 
before the Law Association of Philadelphia, Mr. Thayer said : "The 
value of any legal conception may be measured by its contact with 
the realities of life ; except as it does service to men it is sterile and 
profitless. What is the most perfect system of substantive law 
without a procedure by which its rights and duties are made some- 
thing more than abstractions?" And, again, "We lawyers are not 
immune from the danger of accepting words, preferably pompous 
words in a foreign language, as convenient substitutes for ideas, or 
following a beaten track because doing as we have seen others do is 
easier than thinking. One of the great needs of the present time 
is simplifying and unifying; for in the outpour of decisions from 
many courts, and in the vast complexity of life, we are likely to be 
lost unless we can lay hold on what is broad and significant and 
fundamental." 



